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(57) Abstract: A process for producing a 2-alkylcysteinamide repre- 
sented by the genera] formula (1) or a salt thereof, which comprises hy- 
drolyzing a 4-alky]thiazolidine-4-carboxamide represented by ihe gen- 
eral formula (2) or a sail thereof. (In Ihe general formula (1), R repre- 
sents Ci^ alky].) (In the general formula (2), R represents C M aJkyl; 
and R T and R 2 each independently represents hydrogen or C^ alky] or 
Ri is bonded to R 2 lo form a C 4 . 7 alicyclic structure, provided that not 
both of Rt and R 2 are hydrogen.) Either cells of a microorganism having 
the ability to stereoselective!}' hydrolyzing a 2-alkyl-L-cysteinarnidc ora 
substance obtained by treating the cells is caused to act on the compound 
of the genera] formula (1) to yield a 2-alkyl-L-cysteine. 
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